





Elders came to the camp and promised governoféoials that he would have nothing to do
with the OLF. On his release, he signed anegent that he would forfeit his life if he was
found to be involved with the OLF or if there was any OLF activity in the area, he would be
restricted to his immediate surroundings, wiordport and sign on every month and would
inform and get permission from the authorities to attend weddings and funerals up to 25 km
away, but no further. He was forbidden to attemektings. If he attended weddings, someone
was sent to listen to what he said and report on who he spoke to.

He delayed fleeing to Nairobi until 2000 becaoteoncerns leavingis large family. He
finally left, fearing repercussions from thearby killing of eight soldiers by the OLF.

Hassen was awarded mandate status in 2001. He says that UNHCR helped with his health but
when he went to review his mandate three yageshe was told to write an application to
renew it, which he did.

‘They told me they would phone me. | went lasek to UNHCR and they said they could
not help me anymore. | asked what the problem was but they couldn't tell me. When | asked
again, they told me to fill in another application, so I did.'

'We came here with fear for our life. We live under the same fear here. My problem is one
that all Oromo have. We fear the police and Mungiki [see Security], because they kill even
children. We fear many agents of the Ethiopian government, people who come and go. |
know at least five who are coming here.'

'Especially those who work with the Oromo commity are listed. We receive threatening
phone calls. | checked with Safaricom and they are calls from Mandera [a border town with
Ethiopia]. | received four such calls in tlaest year. When we complain to the Kenyan
government, they say they are told by the Ethiopian government that we are the trouble
makers.'
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Abbreviations

DRA Department of Refugee Affairs

EPRDF Ethiopian Peoples' Revolutionary Democratic Front, ruling party in Ethiopia

GTz German governmental development agency - Deutsche Gesellschaft flr
Technische Zusammenarbeit GmbH

JRS Jesuit Refugee Service

LWF Lutheran World Federation

OLF Oromo Liberation Front

ORA Oromo Relief Association

0SG Oromia Support Group

RCK Refugee Consortium of Kenya

RSD Refugee Status Determination

TPLF Tigrean People’s Liberation Front, dominant party in EPRDF








